Educate. Inspire. Mobilize. Stop the Spread of HIV.

Grassroot Soccer uses the power of soccer to stop the spread of HIV by empowering boys and girls in Africa to

OVERVIEW
PROBLEM

REACH: 585,000 (in 23 countries) AGES:

Every day, more than 7,000 people become infected

BUDGET: $8.3M

IMPACT
KNOWLEDGE OF HIV
Grassroot Soccer has educated over half a million youth

now. Young people are those hardest hit by AIDS, yet
they are also the greatest force for change.

SOCCER AS THE SOLUTION
using the world’s most popular game to break down
barriers, build trust, educate young people to adopt

REDUCTION OF STIGMA
Grassroot Soccer graduates are much less likely than
barrier to stopping the spread of AIDS.
UPTAKE OF TESTING
Grassroot Soccer’s programs result in increased volun-

treatment.
GRS trains local professional soccer players and other
The program works with local schools to bring the HIV

www.grassrootsoccer.org

GENDER EQUITY

SUCCESS FACTORS

OTHER OUTCOMES

LONG TERM PARTNERSHIPS

IMPACT ON YOUNG WOMEN
more likely than young men to be HIV+. Grassroot

to scale up programming.
RIGOROUS MONITORING & EVALUATION
A top-notch internal monitoring system along with

soccer leagues, leadership training and community outreach to provide girls the skills they need to be HIV-free.
VCT TOURNAMENTS

Harvard to the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine ensure the highest quality program.
PREVENTION PACKAGES
based on access to services, cultural norms and levels of

soccer tournaments. These events combine a fun day
bers have chosen to get an HIV test at these events.

INNOVATIVE
CURRICULUM
ROLE
MODELS
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

Grassroot Soccer develops leadership skills by training graduates to become peer educators,
coaches and community leaders. Graduates also become powerful advocates in their commu-

SAFE SPACE
FOR DISCUSSION girls listen to each other’s fears, opinions about gender, societal pressures and the impact HIV
has on their lives.

PARTICIPANT STORY
Twelve-year-old Sisanda Mkweso lives around the
corner from the Football for Hope Centre in the impoverished urban township of Khayelitsha, South Africa. Sisanda’s male friends have been playing soccer for many
the sport they love. Sisanda always wished she could

sanda and the rest of the girls with a safe and comfortable environment to play soccer and get tested for HIV,
while empowering them to be powerful young women
in their community. When asked if she wanted to say
wish it could go on forever.”

Soccer is using the power of the game to improve the
lives of many young people across Africa. I am African
be part of the Grassroot Soccer team.”
—Bacary Sagna, Arsenal F.C. and GRS Ambassador

